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SUBJECT: NEUES DEUTSCHLAND ON SOFIA MEETING 

REF: SOFIA 421 

1 . THE MARCH 2/3 MEETING OF EASTERN BLOC CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
SECRETARIES IN SOFIA RECEIVES PROMINENT FRONT PAGE TREATMENT 
IN THE MARCH 5 EDITION OF NEUES DEUTSCHLAND. IN A STRAIGHT- 
FORWARD ACCOUNT DEVOID OF COMMENTARY. ND REPORTS THAT THE MEETING 
CENTERED ON IDEOLOGICAL AND PROPAGANDISTS QUESTIONS. IT 

REPORTS THAT THE GDR DELEGATION WAS COMPOSED OF KURT HAGER 
(RESPONSIBLE FOR CULTURAL AFFAIRS IN TH SED POLITBURO), 

HERMAN AXEN ( INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS), AND WERNER LAMBERZ 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BERLIN 05463 081018Z 
(INFORMATION AND PROGPGANDA). 

2. THE ND ACCOUNT MENTIONS FOUR BROAD AREAS 
DICUSSED AT SOFIA: A) PREPARATIONS FOR CELEBRATING THE 
60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION; B) THE ROLE 
OF MASS MEDIA IN FIGHTING FOR THEFULL REALIZATION OF THE 
HELSINKI FINAL ACT AND CREATING THE PROPER CONDITIONS FOR THE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


BELGRADE CONFERENCE; C) THE IMPORTANCE OF POPULARIZING 
THE DOCUMENTS OF THE MEETING OF THE 1976 WARSAW PACT 
MEETING IN BUCHAREST; AND D) THE NECESSITY OF EXPOSING 
ANTI-COMMUNISM AND REJECTING COMAPIGNS AGAINST THE SOCIALIST 
STATES ORGANIZED BY IMPERIALIST CIRCLES WHO SEEK TO FALSIFY 
THEIR POLICIES AND MIX IN THEIR INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

3. COMMENT: THE GDR WAS REPRESENTED AT SOFIA BY THREE 
OF THE SED POLITBURO'S MOST INFLUENTIAL 

MEMBERS. INDICATING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MEETING. HAGER 
AND LAMBERZ HAVE BEEN KEY PLAYERS IN THE POST-BIERMANN CULTURAL 
TIGHTENING UP IN THE GDR, WITH HAGER REPORTED TO BE SOMEWHAT 
LESS REPRESSIVE WITHGDR WRITERS AND ARTITIS THAN LAMBERZ 
HAS BEEN IN THE GDR MEDIA SECTOR IN THE BIERMANN AFTERMATH. 

THUS, IT WOULD APPEAR BOTH THE MORE MODERATE AND HARD- 
LINE POINTS OF VIEW ON CULTURAL POLICIES WERE REPRESENTED 
IN THE GDR DELEGATION, WHILE THE SED POLITBURO MEMBER 
RUMORED TO BE THE MOST HARDLINE, SECURITY CHIEF PAUL VERNER, 

WAS NOT INCLUDED. 

4. GDR PREPARATIONS FOR THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
OCTOBER REVOLUTION HAVE BEEN UNDERWAY FOR OVER SIX 
MONTHS AND APPARENTLY WILL INCREASE IN TEMPO AS THE DATE 
APPROACHES. THE OCCASION WILL BE OBSERVED THROUGHOUT THE 
GDR, CULMINATING IN A MASSIVE YOUTH FESTIVAL IN EAST 
BERLIN. 
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